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Over 225 alumni and friends of SWS 
attended the first-ever All-School 
Reunion on Saturday, Oct. 3rd.  Guests 
browsed photo and memorabilia 
displays, visited with former classmates, 
and enjoyed a tasty buffet dinner 
provided by George Kukacka Õ76 of 
Lakeside Supper Club.   

The entertainment portion of the 
evening was emceed by Cathy (Schmid) 
Nelson Õ85 and focused on SWSÕs past, 
present and future with school trivia 
presented by SWSÕs Development 
Director, Ann Marie Witt Õ76.  A welcome 
from SWS Principal Kim Doyle Ô72 was 
made and a short video about the 
current school environment was shown.  
Jean (Kocina) ZimanskeÕs Õ73 alumni 
speech was very touching.  Jacinta 
ÒCindyÓ (Timmons) Carlson Õ69 wrote a 
skit for the evening and performed it 
along with fellow alumnus, Brigid 
Fitzgerald Õ69.  99-year old alumnus Joe 
Pexa, Sr. shared an impromptu story 

SWS All-School Reunion draws a big crowd 
 

Alumni join ÒDozinkyÓ festivities in 2009 
 

  

  

SWS Alumni Allison (Nytes) Olson Õ89 and Kristin 
(Nytes) Gullicks Õ84, reconnect with retired fifth 
grade teacher, Anna Mae Witt. 

Support SWS 
with little time & 
no moneyÉ     
You can raise $ for SWS 
with very little time or 
effort and at no cost.  All 
you need to do is collect 
items that you would 
normally throw away 
and turn them into cash 
for SWS.  Simply collect 
the following items and 
drop them off at the 
schoolÕs front office 
during school hours.  
The SWS staff and 
volunteers do the rest.   

ITEMS include : Box 
Tops for Education, 
CampbellÕs Soup Labels 
(include the bar code), 
Land ÔO Lakes and 
Kemps Milk Caps, 
CobornÕs ÒFood Club 
Labels for LearningÓ, 
and Econo FoodÕs ÒOur 
Family Labels for 
Learning.Ó  SWS also 
collects toner and printer 
cartridges for recycling 
as well as aluminum 
cans, paper and 
cardboard.      

SHOP for SWS! If you 
shop at Target, open a 
Target Visa Card. Their 
ÒTake Charge of 
EducationÓ program 
sends 1% of your total 
purchases to SWS, but 
you must designate 
SWS as recipient. You 
can do this at any 
Target store. Purchase 
SCRIP from the SWS 
office and shop both 
locally and at your 
favorite national chains 
and earn money for 
SWS. Find more details 
on the schoolÕs website. 

  CONNECTIONS 
 

On a float pulled by the Walerius 
familyÕs tractor, multiple generations 
of the Joe Pexa family, all SWS 
alumni, and the oldest married alumni 
couple Ray Õ36 and Dorothy Õ37 
(Matyas) Schoenecker represented 
the SWS Alumni Association & 
Friends in the Õ09 Dozinky Parade.  
SWSAA&F also sponsored a booth 
outside The OÕNeill BrothersÕ offices 
on Main St in New Prague where they 
sold alumni polo shirts, New Prague 
tea towels, SWS ball caps, St. 
Wenceslaus  Parish Cookbooks, and 
SWS car magnets.  

To purchase these items see Page 2.  

 
with the crowd stating that the reunion was a 
wonderful experience for him.  Musical guests 
concluded the program with excerpts from 
ÒNunsenseÓ by Curtain Call Theatre guest 
performers, Emily Jansen and Jesse Buelke.  
Attendees were then invited to take tours of the 
school led by current faculty.   

See Page 3 for SWS Trivia and Reunion Photos.  

Alumni Association & Friends 



SWSÕs 
Little Spirits 
Preschool 
students 
visited with a 
New Prague 
volunteer fire 
fighter who 
brought the 
fire truck to 
the school to 
teach the 
children about 
fire safety. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWS Connections 

This fall our school went through a 
thorough and intense self-study process 
looking into every aspect of school life.  
We do this every seven years as part of 
our school accreditation process.  St. 
Wenceslaus School is accredited by 
MNSAA (Minnesota Non-Public School 
Accrediting Association) which is an 
approved accrediting agency by the 
State of MinnesotaÕs Department of 
Education.   
 
The school uses a set of high standards 
by which they report information on 
curriculum, Catholic identity, mission, 
facilities, finances, community relations, 

SWS exceeds the standards 
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personnel, leadership, instruction, 
learner-performance, and more.  A 
formal report is generated and then a 
team of principals and teachers from 
other schools come to visit and observe 
for three days.  Our visit took place 
during the first week on November.   
 
By going through this accreditation 
process parents, alumni, and friends of 
our school can be assured that the 
students here are receiving a top quality 
education is all regards.  We are very 
proud of the SWS program that has 
always and still exceeds standards of 
education in this great state. 

  

  

Alumni News 
 
To keep SWS alumni and friends 
connected, we would like to highlight 
alumni milestones and other news in 
SWS Connections.  Share information 
about yourself, a friend, classmates or 
family members who attended SWS 
by contacting Rachel (Kreger) 
Harmon Õ87 at 
rachelkharmon@yahoo.com or 
annmarie.witt@saintwenceslaus.org. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Michael Barten Õ87 and his 
family as he was deployed to Iraq 
as a member of the United States 
Air Force. 
 
Robin (Hartman) Britnell Õ87  and 
her husband Patrick welcomed  
their son Christian Paul into the 
world on September 22.  Congrat-
ulations to them and big sister 
Abby! 
 
Molly Kellen Õ05 will tour 
Germany with the University 
Singers of University of Minnesota 
Duluth in January 2010.  
 
Congratulations to Jerry 
Walerius Õ69 for his re-election to 
the New Prague School District 
Board. 
 
Warm birthday wishes to Beatrice  
(Barta) Slavik Ô23 in honor of her 
100th birthday in November 2009.  
 
Golden wedding anniversary bells 
rang for Don Õ46 & Veda Sirek in 
July 2009. 
 
SWS Alumni & NPHS students 
named 2009 Missota Fall Teams 
All-Conference or Honorable 
Mention include: Jim Turner Õ06, 
Zach Algren Õ07, & Rena 
Kneeland Õ06 Soccer, John 
Geiger Õ08 & Lauren 
Schoenbauer Õ08 Cross Country, 
Leah Gross Õ06 Tennis, Mikayla 
Beuch Õ08 Swimming, & Chase 
Buthe Õ06 Football. 
 
Congratulations to Andy Sticha 
Õ88 and wife Amy on the birth of 
their daughter Molly Elizabeth at 
the end of August 2009. 

 
 

From The Desk of Kim Doyle, Principal of SWS Catholic School 
 

SWS school and alumni merchandise available 
The SWS Alumni Association & 
Friends are selling merchandise 
to raise money for the organiza-
tion.  For more details or to 
purchase, contact Ann Marie 
Witt at 952-758-9573. 
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE:   
Alumni Polo Shirts S M L XL $28 
and 2XL $30. 
SWS Khaki baseball hats - $10 
St. Wence Cookbooks - $20 
SWS Round Car Magnet - $5 
New Prague Tea Towels - $10 
Prices do not include packing 
and shipping. 
 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover accepted. 
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1. What 1929 SWS Alumni provide ambulance service for 
New Prague before the city had its own?  

2. What two SWS Alumni, Class of 1930 and 1934, lost 
their lives on board the USS Arizona on Dec. 7, 1941?   

3. What father/son Alumni have served as New PragueÕs 
Fire Chief? 

4. What two 1963 SWS Alumni played Romeo and Juliet in 
the 1967 NPHS production?  

5. What 1980 SWS Alumni worked in the Mission Control 
Center for NASAÕs Space Shuttle Program? 

6. What 1998 SWS Alumni has won more state medals 
than any other New Prague Trojan athlete?  

7. What two female 1976 SWS Alumni were the 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian of NPHSÕs graduating 
Class of 1980?   

8. What 1984 SWS Alumni became the first NPHS wrestler 
to win an individual state championship?   

9. What 2004 SWS Alumni won the State, National and 
International Science Fair Competitions?   

10. Who is the oldest living SWS Alumni? 
 

You will f ind  the  SWS Trivia Answers on Page 6 ! 
 

Trivia Acknowledgements: 
Greg Tikalsky, Author 

ÒWait, I know this one! ~ New Prague TriviaÓ 
George Mikiska, SWSAA&F Historian 

Ann Marie Witt , SWS Development Director 
 

 

Alumni trivia 

Now on staff at St. Wenceslaus Parish, Deacon Bob 
Wagner, who taught music at SWS in the 1980s, is 
pictured here with Shirley Schoenbauer, Joe Pexa, Jr. Õ53 
and Rita (Zvanovec) Swanovec Ô49. 

SWS Class of 1954 grads Elgin Skluzacek & Julius Bisek.  

Marilyn 
(Rehor) 

Sindelar Bednar   
Õ45 

Mildred 
(Schoenbauer) 

Dehlinger 
Õ46  

Rita  
ÒT-BoneÓ 

Tobin 
Ô51 

SWS Class of 1946 grads Jacob Maxa & George H. Tupy. 

JoAnn 
(Simon) 

Doyle 
Õ48 

& 
Tammy 

Doyle 
Ô84 
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SWS Alumni & Friends ~ Raising $ for Tuition Assistance Fund 
St. Wenceslaus School has a financial assistance process in place whereby SWS families can apply to and outside agency that 
confidentially evaluates their financial circumstances.  The agency then makes a recommendation to the school based on this 
evaluation.  This year the agencyÕs recommended need is more than $130,000.  The SWS Alumni Association & Friends asks you to 
consider a gift to SWSÕs TAF.  We believe a vital part of our role as Catholics is to educate all children in their faith to the best of our 
ability.  SWS needs your support today more than ever.  Send a contribution today in the self addressed enclosed envelope and donÕt 
forget to take advantage of a year-end tax deduction by making a contribution before January 1, 2010. 
 

Memories & Special 
Occasions 
Honor Gifts to SWSAA&F are a 
perfect way to acknowledge oneÕs 
family, friends or a colleague on 
most any special occasion ~ Births, 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, 
Accomplishments, In Gratitude, 
Retirement, etc.  Any occasion for 
a gift is an opportunity to support 
SWS. 

 

Gifts of GratitudeÉ 
 
To the School Sisters of St. 
Frances who served the SWS 
Community for over 100 years.  
• From Marie Kajer  
 
In honor of Sr. Adrechildus; Òfor 
all the guidance and  love she 
gave to me as her student at 
SWS in 1955.Ó 
• From Anonymous 
 
 

 

Gifts to TAF honoring  
Don Ô46 & Veda SirekÕs 

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
• John & Ann Berg 
• Bill & Mary Kay Bergevin 
• Ken & Lori Betterton 
• Jim & Joan Eaton 
• Paul & Rosanne Flick 
• Ben & Angie Franek 
• Joe & Angie Geiger 
• LeRoy & Jean Geiger 
• Wayne & Kathy Hines 
• Dave & Susan Karan 
• Jim & Carole Lang 
• Al & Ginny Mahowald 
• Ron & Kathy McBroom 
• Bill & Ellie Miller 
• Kathy OÕNeill 
• Alice Oniskin 
• Steve & Laura Rynda 
• Ron & Joan Scheffler 
• Gene & Sally Schmid 
• Arnie & Ann Schoenbauer 
• Barbara Schoenbauer 
• Leonard & Ellie Shambour 
• Joe & Patsy Shuster 
• Darlene Witt 

Current contributors         
Tuition Assistance Fund 
• Irene Bednar 
• Yvonne Brausen 
• First Catholic Slovak Ladies 

Association Branch #35 
• Jim Ô62 & Anita Kratochvil 
• Bill Ô77 & Kim Lang 
• Milton & Alice Ô50 Marek 
• Norbert & Patricia Marxen 
• Marty & Joan May 
• Kathy McNamara 
• Joe & Joannie Meyer 
• Francis Nickolay 
• Lucille Nickolay Ô36 
• Pete Ô97 & Erica Scheffler 
• Brad Ô80 & Kytyn 

Schoenbauer 
• Glen Ô51 & Margie 

Schoenbauer 
• Aaron & Noreen Seurer 
• Elaine Skluzacek 
• Norbert Ô67 & Arlene Sticha 
• James & Marcy Tupy 
• Bob Ô63 & Mary Ô65 Vanasek 
• Ken & Lana Ô58 Witt 

************************** 

ADOPT-A-STUDENT 

SWS 
2009-2010 

SW Parishioner Fee 
For one Child  

• $3,250.00  one year 
• $1,625.00  !  year 
• $812.50 "  year 
• $361.00  one month 
• $90.27  one week  
• $18.00  one day 
 

 
 
Thank you to all  the 
donors and to those 
who wish to remain 
anonymousÉ 

 

• Sally (Holub) Andersen 
Ô53 

• John Barta Ô70 
• Tom & Lorraine 

(Schoenbauer) Õ51 Barta 
• Robert Barten Ô61 
• Ben Õ54 & Jean Bartusek 
• Gerald Bastyr Ô57 
• Richard Bennett Ô46 
• Greg Bilek Ô57 
• John F. Bisek Ô41 
• Julius Bisek Ô54 
• Lynn Bisek 
• Harold ÒHarryÓ Borak Ô51 
• Patty (Dvorak) Bremhorst 

Ô93 
• George Õ61 & Jane 

Brezina 
• Dave Õ56 & Kitty Bruzek 
• Glenn Busch Ô69 
• Jacinta ÒCindyÓ 

(Timmons) Carlson Õ69 in 
celebration of her auntie, 
Colleen M. Timmons Õ63, 
60th birthday. 

• Paul Carr Ô76 

• Frances (Schoenbauer) 
Christian Ô48 

• John W. Chromy Ô56 
• Alyssa Deutsch Ô00 
• Rosemary (Bednar) 

DeGonda Ô42 
• Ruth Doherty 
• Kay (Meskan) Englund 

Ô58 
• Charlene Fierst 
• Mary (Mach) Fitzgerald 

Ô43 
• Victoria (Berg) Fors Ô88 
• Anne T. Hanzel Ô68 
• Tom Õ58 & Deborah 

(Bruzek) Õ58 Hanzel 
• Rose Marie (Bisek) Hauer 

Ô51 
• Kevin & Mary (Gerold) Õ69 

Higgins 
• Dorothy ÒDottieÓ 

(Schoenbauer) Illg Ô56 
• Robert ÒBobÓ Janu Ô47 
• Kevin Kajer Õ75 gift of $1 

dollar for each year of 
SWS est. 1878.  

• Marie Kajer 
• Kari (Kes) Kasel Ô88 
• Barb (Witt) Kavan Ô72 
• Will Lepseka Ô46 
• Allen Õ41 & Virginia 

(Layne) Õ41 Mahowald 
• Alice (Flicek) Marek Ô50 
• Jacob A. Maxa Ô46 
• Patricia (Rathmanner) 

McDonald Ô47 
• Irene Michel Ô60 
• John ÒJackÓ Murray Ô53 
• Gary & Betty (Kubes) Õ64 

Nytes 
• Marvin & Jeanette Peters 
• Joe Pexa, Sr. Ô24 
• Tom Õ55 & Margie Pexa 
• Mary (Svoboda) Sauser 

Ô62 
• Gene Õ54 & Sally (Bruzek) 

Õ54 Schmid 
• Reynold Schoenbauer Ô48 
• Peg (Lang) Sibbet Ô81 
• Michael Sirek Ô77 
• Elgin Skluzacek Ô54 

• Julie (Moore) Õ72 Smith 
• Caroline (Juni) Stark Õ63 

in honor of her mother, 
Anne (Sticha) Juni Õ21 ~ 
oldest living SWS 
graduate. 

• John ÒJackÓ Sticha Ô55 
• Norbert Sticha Ô67 
• Carol (Busch) Stuber Ô63 
• Victoria (Berg) Tait Ô88 
• Ken & Carol (Trenda) Õ51 

Thomsen 
• Nancy (Novak) Vescio Ô58 
• Bruce Walerius Õ79 Estate 
• Jerry Õ69 & Mary Walerius 
• Anna Mae Witt 
• Jennifer Wondra Ô08 
• Richard Yackley Ô52 

SWS 
Thanks you for your 

generosity & support! 
 

SWS Alumni & Friends gifts received since July 1, 2009É 
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Alumni share memories  
John F. Bisek Ô41 
I got called out of class and one of the nuns led me to 
the woodshed.  There were about half a dozen live 
roosters in there and my job was to kill them by chopping 
their heads off with an axe. 
 

Marlene (Schneider) Gerlach Ô49 
In 8th grade Sr. Benedict was my teacher.  Our 
classroom ÒlibraryÓ was not very well organized. My best 
friend, Eileen (Schoenbauer) Schmitz and I decided to 
make a project of setting it up according to the Dewey 
Decimal System. We would go to the classroom on 
Saturdays and work.  Sister was so pleased.  When we 
finished each day we would go to the old convent to tell 
her we were leaving and she would give each of us a 
chocolate covered cherry and a holy picture.  She also 
gave me a blessed rose in a little sachet.  I still have it 
some 60 years later! 
 

Carol (Trenda) Thomsen Ô51 
I was in Sister HonoraÕs class when she was teaching us 
about Holy Communion. She spent a great deal of time 
informing us of the importance of not touching the 
Sacred Host.  She mentioned that fact several times. 
ÒOnce the host is placed on your tongue, DO NOT 
remove it!Ó  She had some unconsecrated bread in the 
shape of a host.  Punky Bartyzal was the first student to 
get the practice communion.  Sr. Honora placed the 
bread on PunkyÕs tongue.  Punky plucked the bread right 
out of his mouth. 45 students in the second grade 
audibly inhaled unable to believe what he had just done! 
 

Ann (Ambroz) Christy Ô71 
In 6th grade Scott Proshek had his teeth knocked out at 
the skating rink.  He liked to take his ÒfalsiesÓ out and 
smile at me when Mrs. Mikolasek wasnÕt looking to try to 
make me shriek! 

Gloria (Kubes) Flicek Õ89, Lisa (Pauly) Giesen Õ86, Don 
Giesen Õ86, and Mara (Bartusek) Drill Õ86.  

Jean (Kocina) Zimanske Õ73 
I can still sing the refrain from a song, titled ÒThe Cat 
Came BackÓ that Father Jerry Hackenmueller sang to us 
during his religion class visits.  I have a vivid memory of 
Mrs. Witt scurrying through our classroom showing us 
the beating heart of a dissected frog.  In retrospect, I 
remember and need to thank Social Studies teacher, Mr. 
Gary Nytes, for teaching us to think globally and realizing 
just how many things we have in common with other 
world cultures. 
 

Kristen (Nytes) Gullicks Õ84 
One of my most vivid memories I have was when Father 
Zweber came to our classroom each week.  One week in 
5th grade Fr. came into our class to visit.  Not following 
class-room rules, I decided to lift my desktop and play 
with some glue I had poured into my pencil holder.  While 
I was playing around Fr. walked over, and without 
knowledge of my fingers playing in the glue, sat down on 
the corner of my desk. Immediately I felt my eyes water 
and extreme pain in my fingers. I knew I couldnÕt say 
anything because I didnÕt want to get in trouble. After 
what seemed like forever, Fr. got up and I once again got 
sensation back in my dented fingers. Today as a 5th 
grade teacher, I always share this story with my students 
so they know there is a VERY important rule to follow:  
DonÕt play in your deskÉGod only gives you ten 
fingers!  
 

Mara (Bartusek) Drill Ô86 
I remember when we performed at our graduation party 
and the many performance plays we did.  I also 
remember that we would all come together and it never 
really seemed like we were just a class but a whole 
family at St. Wence.  I have many fun memories and 
things I can look back on and laugh. 
 

 

Mary (Gerold) Higgins Ô65 and Tina (Bastyr) 
Pavek Õ95.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
ST. WENCESLAUS SCHOOL 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION &  FRIENDS 
227 East Main Street 

New Prague, Minnesota 56071 
952-758-3133 

http://www.saintwenceslaus.org/school_index.html 
 

SWS 
 Alumni Association & Friends 

 
Forming Committee Members: 

 
Dave Bruzek Ô56 
Dave.bruzek@saintwenceslaus.org 
 
George Mikiska Ô59 
George.mikiska@saintwenceslaus.org 
 
Kim Doyle Õ72, SWS Principal 
Kim.doyle@saintwenceslaus.org 
 
Ann Marie Witt Õ76, SWS Dev. Dir. 
Annmarie.witt@saintwenceslaus.org 
 
Eric Doyle Ô75 
Edoyle@markem-imaje.com 
 
Mary (Mach) Fitzgerald Ô43 
 
Rachel (Kreger) Harmon Ô87 
Rachelkharmon@yahoo.com 
 
Tim OÕNeill Ô86 
Tim@pianobrothers.com 
 
Gene Schmid Ô54 
SASECS@bevcomm.net 
 
Dorene (Dohmen) Vogland Ô69 
Dvogland@comcast.net 
 
Jerry Walerius Ô69 
Walerius@bevcomm.net 
 
Jean (Kocina) Zimanske Ô73 
Jakzimanske@hotmail.com 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

A very popular live auction item at last yearÕs annual benefit was Archbishop 
Emeritus Harry Flynn's Private Dinner Party in his home and personally 
prepared by the retired archbishop himself as he loves to cook!  The winning 
bidders enjoyed a fabulous evening this fall as seen above.  Dinner guests 
included: Ann & John Berg, Kathy (& Ron McBroom not shown), Pat (& Ann 
Soderlund not shown), and Dave & Susan Karan. 

SWS Auction set for April 17, 2010 
ÒA Starry Night in Praha!Ó 
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ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
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MN 
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Answers to alumni trivia from page 4 
1. Benedict ÒBennieÓ Bruzek Ô29 
2. Edward Hanzel Õ30 & Lawrence Cihlar Ô34 
3. Ray Õ36 & Doug Õ68 Schoenecker 
4. Kathleen (Pomije) Ebnet Õ63 & Robert Vanasek Ô63 
5. Brad Schoenbauer Ô80 
6. Samantha ÒSammiÓ Solheid Ô98 
7. Amy Bisek Ô76 & Gabrellia Catalano Ô76 
8. Matthew Bisek Ô84 
9. Stephen Trettel Ô04 
10. Anne (Sticha) Juni Õ21 (102 years old!) 


