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Question 1

1. List three similes that you find in Chapter 1. Also, give three examples from Chapter 1 of descriptive language that is used to help the reader picture Flint, Michigan.

2. What is the mood and tone that the author is trying to develop in Chapter 1 and 2? List examples from the story to support your answer.

Question 2
This is the elementary school where author Christopher Paul Curtis attended when he was a child.

Thinking About the Story...
1. What are the themes we start to see emerging in Chapters 1 and 2? Why do you think they are important to the story?

2. Prejudice is prevalent in Chapter 3 but not in the way we anticipate. What prejudice do we see in the story against Rufus and Cody?

3. Is there still prejudice in America today? Where do we see prejudice? Why do you feel this way?

Question 3 - Flint, Michigan: Flint River - Chapters 4 & 5
Chapters 4 and 5 are full of onomatopoeias.

1. What are onomatopoeias?

2. What are some examples that you have found in these chapters?

Question 4 - Chapter 6 - Thinking Abut the Story...
For the first time in chapter 6, we see a different side of Byron.
1. What happened in the chapter?

2. What do we find out about Byron in this chapter that we didn't know about him before?

Question 5 - Chapter 7 - Thinking About the Story...
By Chapter 7, we have established character traits of the family.
1. How do you perceive each of the Watsons?

2. What are some descriptive words you would use for each?

3. Can you give an example to justify your answers?

Question 6 - Chapter 8 - Thinking About the Story...

1. Why was Momma upset about Daddy buying the Ultra Glide record player?

2. What does this tell the reader about Momma's personality?

3. How does Momma's personality differ from Daddy's personality?

Question 7 - Chapter 8 - Thinking About the Story...
While the family is relaxing in the car, Kenny’s parents tell the family about a family trip.
1. Where are they going and why?

2. Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why not?

Question 8 - Chapter 9: Pages 126-129 - Thinking About the Story...
In the beginning of The Watsons Go To Birmingham-1963, the prejudice that we see is subtle.
1. Where in the beginning of the novel does the reader see prejudice become more prominent?

In Chapter 9, racial issues become a little closer to the Watsons.

1. What happens between Mrs. Davidson and Joetta?

2. Why do you think Christopher Paul Curtis put this section in the story?

Question 9 - Chapter 10: Pages 138-140 - Thinking About the Story...
Christopher Paul Curtis uses imagery and visualization effectively in the story. In Chapter 10, he uses imagery to help readers feel as though they are on the trip with the Watsons.
1. Give three examples of imagery with regard to the journey thus far, and the rest stop in Toledo.

Question 10 - Chapter 10: Page 144

A hyperbole is an exaggeration.

1. On page 144, what line or lines are examples of hyperboles?

Question 11 - Chapter 10: Pages 145-148

There are many similes on pages 145-148.
1. What is the difference between a simile and a metaphor?
2. Identify three similes and explain their meaning.

Question 12 - Chapter 10: Page 147 - Thinking About the Story..._
Dad says: "I think we've got our fingers in God's beard and as we drive along we're tickling him."

1. What do you think this means?
Question 13- Chapter 11: Page 155-156 - Thinking About the Story...
1. How would you describe the tone and mood of the story while the Watsons were driving from Flint to Birmingham? How do you know?
2. Please give two examples in order to justify your answer.
Question 14 - Chapter 12: Page 162 - Thinking About the Story…
1. How does Kenny describe Birmingham?
2. Give examples of the figurative language used by Kenny.

Question 15 - Chapter 13 - Thinking About the Story...

1. What does Kenny believe the "Wool Pooh" is?

2. Which character told him this information?

3. What was the real word that Grandma Sands said to the boys?

Question 16 - Chapter 14 - Thinking About the Story...
During Chapter 14, the story changes dramatically in both tone and mood. Also, there is an appearance of an additional theme.
1. Why do you think that Christopher Paul Curtis made these abrupt changes with regard to tone, mood and theme?

2. Discuss the changes that are seen by the reader in this chapter.

Question 17 - Chapter 14 - Thinking About the Story...

1. Imagery is prevalent and very important in Chapter 14. Provide three examples of how imagery was used in Chapter 14.

2. Who does Kenny feel is responsible for taking Joetta? Is it an antogonist? Explain why or why not.

